
                                   New S3 Course Choice  

             Information on S3 Skills Courses 

                                Consider carefully which one Skills Course would suit you best 

 

 

S3 Design Engineering Skills 

If you are interested in architecture and the design of buildings then the S3 CDT Design Engineering 

Skills would be a great course for you! In this skills course we spend the year learning how to design 

a building- exactly the same way real architects and engineers in the construction industry would, 

even using the same software they use too. We will also look at the different roles in the UK's built 

environment industry and meet people involved in companies that work in this industry. You will 

develop your creativity, numeracy and literacy skills researching, designing and making accurate CAD 

models of your building designs based on measurements and research completed in the first half of 

the course and then develop your communication skills by presenting your ideas to your classmates 

at the end of the year.  

 

S3 Jewellery Skills  

The level 5 jewellery skills course is very practical in nature and based in the Art department. Pupils 

will develop skills in a range of jewellery making techniques as well as developing knowledge of 

jewellery theory. A design process will be used to develop a range of ideas, which you will make in 

metal sheet and wire. Collaborative skills are developed throughout this course, as pupils work in 

groups to peer assess their own and others work. We will work in a range of settings in addition to 

the classroom including the plaza and workshop. The class also undertake trips to college to 

participate in practical workshop experiences in order to enhance their skills further 

 

S3 Photography Skills  

In this course in the Art department you will cover two units and earn a National Progression Award. 

You will learn how to use a digital camera, how to compose photographs, and technical information 

regarding exposure. You will also learn about famous photographers and study their work. The aim is 

to provide a short, flexible course in photography to develop an understanding of what photography 

has to offer. 

Over the year you will: 

 develop knowledge and understanding in practical photography.  

 develop confidence in photography skills eg gathering images, labelling, storing, mounting and 

presenting final images, understanding categories of photography (built environment, 

portraiture and landscape), exposure and composition. 

 developing skills in using Adobe Photoshop.  



 create a portfolio of work and develop individual confidence to evaluate and critique your 

own work. 

- build a foundation level of study that will help you should you wish to continue on to Higher 

Photography 

Each Unit is individually assessed. You will be expected to use simple automatic functions of cameras 

(phone, compact, bridge and DSLR) to capture good images and to work with your peers to evaluate 

your work. You will also learn how to use Adobe Photoshop to enhance your photographs images and 

exhibit your work at the end of the year in an ‘S3 Photography Exhibition’.  

 

During the course there will be opportunities to develop: Co-operative working, Communication skills, 

Research skills, Planning, Organising, Decision making, Problem Solving, ICT - Creative Digital 

Technology. 

 

S3 Bronze Youth Achievement Awards Skills 

The Youth Achievement Awards in PE are designed to provide accreditation for Wider Achievement. 

At Bronze level, young people are required to take part in 60 hours of wider achievement activities 

across four different challenges. The programme follows a Plan – Do – Review model where young 

people must set themselves targets, evidence themselves during the activities and then evaluating 

their progress against their targets. Within the PE department, this is a great way of introducing 

our well established leadership courses at a younger age, providing our young people with 

leadership opportunities earlier on. The four challenges are then be completed through PE/sport 

opportunities, through opportunities in the wider community or alternatively there is the option of 

young people completing challenges in different faculties/places around the school or even out with 

school and then collating all of the evidence to form their final portfolio. The Bronze YAA is 

accredited at SCQF level 4 and provides 7 SCQF credit points.  

 

S3 STEM Skills 
 
Pupils who choose to study this course in the Science department should be passionate about and 
preferably already enjoy Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths based subjects, in particular 
Computing Science and Physics.  The course is aimed at pupils who wish to develop their STEM 
skills for future employment/training such as teamwork, working to deadlines, problem solving.  As 
part of the STEM course they will have opportunities to take part in regional and national STEM 
competitions, and work towards a British Science Association CREST award at either Bronze or Silver 
level. 

 

S3 John Muir Skills  
 
The S3 John Muir ‘Explorer’ level course is designed to develop key skills around Communication, 
Leadership, Teamwork and Confidence building. As a group we regularly take part in various 
activities within the West Calder Community Garden and the local area. Some of the activities this 
year have included 'Bug Hotels', Tyre Painting, Pumpkin Carving, Litter Picking, Team Building 
exercises and many more. If you are looking to build your skills outdoors, then the S3 John Muir 
Course could be for you! 



S3 Modern Languages for Work Purposes Skills 
 

To develop basic skills to communicate in any vocational context using the language studied (Spanish 

/ German). It encourages learners to reflect on skills required for employability. 

The main purpose of this Award is to study one or two languages in practical and relevant contexts 

for work, and identify, develop and demonstrate employability skills.  

In particular, this Award aims to enable learners, with support, to:  

♦ develop reading, listening and talking skills in one or two modern languages in relevant contexts 

e.g. taking an order in a restaurant; answering the phone in a hotel; completing a CV for a job; 

writing a tourist leaflet etc.  

♦ develop basic knowledge of one or two modern languages in the contexts of work  

♦ develop employability skills: team work, communication, problem-solving, working independently 

etc.  

This course would suit pupils who wish to continue language learning but who do not want an in-

depth knowledge of the language. The language competency is basic, but the employability skills 

would be beneficial for pupils of all levels. 

 
 
 S3 Textiles Technology Skills 
 
This course will allow pupils to develop straightforward knowledge and skills related to 
Textile Technologies. Pupils will develop knowledge in areas such as the characteristics and 
properties of a range of fabrics and their uses. They will plan and produce a straightforward 
fashion/textile item to an appropriate quality, using a pattern. Pupil will also develop skills in 
using a range of textile construction techniques and have the opportunity to select, set up 
and use equipment and tools safely and correctly. 

For those pupils who choose this, the S3 skills course provides the basic knowledge and 

foundation for skills that will be developed further in the senior phase. This course provides 

progression into National 4 / 5 / Higher Fashion and Textile Technology. 

 

 

S3 Retailing Skills 

The S3 Retailing course provides an introduction to the retail sector and provides learners 

with the practical skills, knowledge and attitudes needed to work in retailing. 

Pupils will develop an understanding of the needs of a retailer and an appreciation of the 

importance of customers. They also gain important employability skills and positive 

attitudes relevant to both the workplace and learning environments. Areas covered include 

working in a retail team, maintaining, storing and replenishing stock, satisfying customer 

needs, dealing with customer complaints, exploring strategies to increase sales in particular 

products and merchandising and window dressing. 



Opportunities for school pupils to improve their skills in the areas of communication, 

working with others, planning and organising, problem solving and self-reflection and 

evaluation will be made available throughout the S3 Retailing course. Potential progression 

into National 5 Retailing in the Senior Phase. 
 

 

 

 

 


