
West Calder High School 

 
Parent Council Annual General Meeting 

 
Monday 4 September 2019 

 
Minutes 

 

Present J Calder (HT), A Hannah (C), G Hunter (VC), L Spencer (T), S Pryde, C Devoy, A Fong, R Lawton, 
A Smith, B Martin, K Haspolat, R Obead, B Clark, J Grant, C Wright 

Apologies A Wardlaw, S Santini, J Sinclair 

 

Agenda Item Action Points  Action 

Chair’s 
Report 

So the last academic year brought WCHS to a new all singing and dancing school which was 
handy as we had the greatest dancer as one of our students and now have an area named in 
her honour.  We also had a new school uniform, which looks very smart and lastly a new 
chairperson for the Parent council after many years being in Fiona’s capable hands.  The 
settling into the new school building went well with just a few tweaks required like the left 
handed chair tables.  As a new parent council team we took the opportunity to ask more 
about the school. We invited each of the Depute Heads and some other members of staff to 
come along to a meeting and tell us about their role in the school. This was very interesting 
particularly the amount of support offered by the school to students.  Taking a lead from the 
fundraising started in the ‘auld school’ we took advantage of the school band’s excellent 
concerts to have a couple of easy fundraising opportunities which we hope to continue to 
expand. We debated and decided against applying for charitable status after a lot of research 
by Karen.  We have had a few harder days to contend with too. A wee letter that landed on 
the mat just before Christmas meant Mrs Calder had another working holiday preparing for an 
inspection.  The new year brought us the inspection. Thankfully this went very well which is a 
great achievement by the school staff and our excellent students. Attendance at the onsite 
meetings and assistance from the Parent Council members completing the questionnaires 
was much appreciated by all.  Another bad day was on the way to school for some of the 
East Calder students when their bus caught fire in roadworks. Thankfully no one was injured 
and learning have been taken and will be continue to be taken from this experience.  Our 
year ended with the announcement of the two new Houses and two new School Captains 
which I’m proud to say I’ve known since they were bumps. Together with the new house 
captains (a role we thought was maybe disappearing but the students have convinced the 
school team to keep) and all the S5 and S6 prefects they are looking to continue improving 
their school and I hope we can help with their journey. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Head 
Teacher’s 
Report 

SQA Exams: The school were very pleased with the success our pupils achieved following 

the recent SQA exam diet. A detailed summary will be provided at the next meeting. 

Staffing: S Brynes (History) and G Scott (Geography) both took up new posts closer to home 

at the end of term and did not return to WCHS in August.  Mrs Wishart (Art & Design) has 

been appointed PTC at Glenrothes High School and her post will be advertised.  We now 

have a full complement of staff including 3 new PTs.  D Murphy has been appointed PT of 

Business Ed & Computing, A Townsley has been appointed PT of Art & Music and S 

McKibbin has been appointed as PT of Craft, Design & Technology. 

Communication:  The school will be issuing a key contacts and dates for parents’ information. 

S1 Residential:  The S1 residential was very successfully organised and run by senior pupils 

and Mrs Calder was extremely proud of the pupils’ work ethic and exemplary behaviour. 

International DoE Garden Party: Mrs Calder attended the International Garden party at 

Limefield with senior pupils and was again very proud of how they conducted themselves. 

Scottish Learning Festival Opening:  Mrs Calder was delighted to announce that pupils from 

WCHS have been invited to open the Scottish Learning Festival.  This is a major event for all 

teachers and education authorities in Scotland and the invitation to open it is a huge honour. 

Senior Award Ceremony: The senior award ceremony will take place on Thursday 12 

September and letters have been issued to all award winners. As well as a school Dux this 

year we also have a Proxime Accessit. 

Prelims: This year the S4 prelims will be held in November to give pupils a longer time before 

the SQA Exams in May.  A Tracking Report will be issued in the run up to the prelims. There 

will also be “Preparing for success” events held for S4 pupils/parents. 

 

Election of New members are: C Wright, B Clark, J Grant and R Obead  



West Calder High School 

 
Parent Council Annual General Meeting 

New 
Members  
 

Election of 
New office 
bearers 
 

The Chair and Vice Chair will continue and A Smith will replace L Spencer as the Treasurer. 
The Parent Council Constitution is attached to the minutes for information. 

 

AOB Award Ceremony:  B Martin reported that his daughter received a certificate with subjects on 
that she did not study.  Some of the other parents reported similar situations.  Mrs Calder 
apologised and assured the PC that improvements would be made to the procedures for 
producing certificates. It was agreed that if parents don’t collect their tickets within a certain 
timeframe, these will be released to other parents to use. 
Gym Equipment: We have received new gym equipment and it is available to use after 
school, but only if a member of PE staff is present. 
Content of the English Course:  There will be a Parents’ Night organised by J Stirling (PTC) 
during the first week of October. 
Buses: There was some discussion regarding recent incidents with the Horsburgh buses. It 
was agreed to contact Transport Services listing the Parent Council’s concerns and asking 
WLC to address these with the contractor.  Mrs Calder to investigate incident. 
Thumbprint Tree: R Lawton reported that the frame has been slightly damaged and will need 
to be repaired.  She will continue to gather more thumbprints for the tree at upcoming events 
ie Parents’ Nights and the Autumn Concert. 
Home Economics: There is an S1 rotation and pupils will be able to pick up Home Economics 
in S3 
Lockers: These will be issued after the September holiday. 
Parents Nights: Floor plans will be issued prior to the next parents’ night to allow better 
scheduling pf appointments. Following discussion about privacy and confidentiality it was 
agreed that meetings would continue to take pace in classrooms and a sign would be put on 
each desk reminding parents and staff that appointments are for 5 minutes only. 
Next Meeting: The school captains and Heads of House will be invited to the next meeting. 
Social Media: It was agreed that K Haspolat would set up WCHS Parent Council Facebook 
and Twitter pages and that an email address just for the PC would be advertised on the Key 
Contacts sheet being issued by the school.  

 

Dates for 
Future 
Meetings  
 

Future meetings will be held on: 

 Tuesday 22 October 

 Wednesday 8 January 

 Thursday 13 February 

 Monday 20 April 

 Tuesday 2 June 

 Wednesday 2 September (AGM) 

 

 


