
West Calder High School 

 
Parent Council Meeting 

 
Tuesday 22 October 2019 

 
Minutes 

 

Present A Fong, A Hannah, L Spencer, C Devoy, R Lawton, J Calder, A Smith, J Grant 

Apologies C Wright, S Santini, B Clark, J Sinclair, A Wardlaw, G Hunter 

 

Agenda Item Action Points  Action 

House 
Captains 

Zara and Hannah attended the meeting to give the Parent Council an overview of the new 
House system: 

 There were 3 houses; Almondell, Beecraigs and Calderwood.  There are now 2; 
Limefield and Harburn. 

 Each house has 2 Captains as well as Zara and Hannah who are the team leaders 
and “House Neutral”. 

 It is hoped that the reduction in the number of houses will bring pupils closer 
together, build confidence and give a sense of identity. 

 There will be regular House competitions with points awarded.  The overall winning 
house will be celebrated at the end of the year. 

 Every Friday at Tutor time the Captains are planning a live broadcast into all tutor 
classes to share news and to celebrate pupils’ achievements. 

 As well as House Captains there is also a pupil in the leadership team responsible for 
“developing the young work force”, working with Mr James (Skills Development 
Scotland) and Miss McDonagh (Head of House).  This team are planning a careers 
convention in the near future. There is also a senior pupil who will help with and be a 
point of contact for pupils who may need to have someone to talk to, but who may 
find approaching an adult a little daunting. 

 As well as S6 pupils the Pupil Leadership Team has been extended to S5.  The 
House Captain draw up a rota to ensure that all prefects partake in duties ie lunch 
supervision, encouraging participation in lunch clubs, helping pupils to form 
relationships, peer support, homework support. 

 There is also a whole school Pupil Council with a representative from each Tutor 
class.  Meetings are held regularly and pupil bring their own items for discussion. 

 Future plans include charity events and a memorial to Jessica Higgins. 
RL asked about the balance of boys and girls as the leadership team seemed have more girls 
than boys.  Mrs Calder responded that each pupil who applied to be a prefect/Captain was 
interviewed and the posts were given to the best candidate to reflect a real life situation. The 
PC asked the girls to think about how they can help or contribute to any future events.  AH 
thanked both girls on behalf of the PC for attending. 

 
 

Head 
Teacher’s 
Report 

JC provided a detailed report on WCHS attainment and explained the process that took place 

to identify next steps for improvement. 
 

Staffing 
Update 

Mr Wickstead will join the Art Department on 11 November as a replacement for Mrs Wishart.  

Recruitment Details of the recruitment process for DHT was discussed and question areas agreed.  

Horsburgh 
Update 

Members of the PC recently met with staff from Horsburgh to discuss concerns re the 
condition of the buses and safety of pupils. After the meeting some of those who attended 
stated that their attitude had changed now that they know about the challenges faced by 
drivers due to the behaviour of a small number pupils.  Horsburgh were keen to point out that 
WCHS is not the only school to resent these challenges. They were not happy that the PC 
had published a photograph showing a bus with a broken window, as they claim it was 
caused by a pupil, however, the PC dispute this.  Horsburgh were not named or identified as 
the provider, but the photograph has since been removed.  JC will now meet the buses in the 
morning so that drier can report any difficulties to her.  WLC are not as strict as other local 
authorities when it comes to the condition of buses used for school transport.  Horsburgh 
have promised additional investment in buses but only if they are guaranteed the contract for 
future years.  It was agreed that the PC would write to WLC to voice their continuing 
concerns. 

 

Fundraising There will be a Christmas Fayre in school on Wednesday 27 November.  Discussion followed 
re PC involvement including the Santa’s Grotto and lettering local companies for raffle prize 
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donations. 

AOB S1 Behaviour: Concern was raised about the behaviour of the current S1 pupils.  JC reported 
that there was a small number of pupils who were taking longer than usual to settle.  The 
school were working with parents and pupils to rectify this. 
S6 Prom: No date has been set as yet for the Prom.  JC stated she would enquire with 
staff/pupils and let the PC know. 

 

Dates for 
Future 
Meetings  
 

Future meetings will be held on: 

 Wednesday 8 January 

 Wednesday 12 February 

 Monday 20 April 

 Tuesday 2 June 

 Wednesday 2 September (AGM) 

 

 


