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Home Learning ReviewI hope you and your family are all well. 
This week we welcomed our Primary 7 
pupils to the school with the launch of 
this year's primary to secondary 
transition programme. Over the next few 
weeks we have a range of activities and 
events lined up to provide the P7 pupils 
with an exciting experience that will help 
them to prepare for starting S1. For more 
information you can check out our 
transition video at https://bit.ly/2LxUToP  
If you are a parent of an S2 or S3 child and 
would like to support this programme 
then we'd love to hear from you. It's 
always good for parents of children 
starting the secondary school journey for 
the first time to hear from parents who 
have already experienced it with their 
own child.  
Over the next week we will be reviewing 
our current home learning provision and 
speaking to parents, pupils and staff to 
identify what's going well and what needs 
to improve. Thanks to everyone who has 
completed the questionnaire I issued on 
Friday, I have shared some of the 
feedback and comments in this 
newsletter. If you did not receive the text 
message with the link to the 
questionnaire then please access it here 
https://bit.ly/368dtxp. 
 Just a reminder that the senior 
management surgery session for parents 
is on every Wednesday from 7-9pm if you 
have any questions regarding your 
son/daughter's education. 
As always, if you have any questions then 
do not hesitate to contact me at 
greg.mcdowall@westlothian.org.uk.
Take care.
 
G McDowall - Headteacher 
 

 We are currently reviewing our current home learning provision and 
we would appreciate any feedback you can provide. The parent 
questionnaire can be accessed here https://bit.ly/368dtxp and pupils 
will also receive a questionnaire to complete this week. I have shared 
below some of the key strengths and areas for improvement that are 
coming through from the parent comments so far.
 
Whats going well
Teachers being present online to deliver lessons instead of just setting work for the whole week. 
The level of support that young people are receiving from their teachers.
The range of online activities that pupils are receiving during classes. 
Online classes are spread out during the week so children are not on screens all day.
Availability of management team to provide support and answer any questions. 
 
Areas for improvement
The feedback that young people are receiving from their teachers. 
Difficult to motivate children sometimes and concerns that they will fall behind. 
Technical issues with some lessons and pupils not being able to access all of the tools via their 
smartphone. 
The self study time is unstructured and some parents would like this to be allocated to specific 
subjects.  
Lack of IT to access online learning and devices having to be shared at home.
Hard to monitor engagement of pupils when parents are out at work. 
Pupils not engaging for the duration of the lesson.
More pre-recorded lessons that pupils can watch in their own time
The level of challenge in some lessons is either too hard or too easy for children.  
 
We really appreciate all of the feedback that you have provided so far and although there are 
some aspects of your child's home learning experience that we cannot improve given the 
circumstances, we will certainly aim to make an impact on the areas which we can control. We 
will provide a more comprehensive analysis of your feedback and a development plan to 
address the areas for improveement in the next two weeks.  

Resources available in your community 
West Calder High School cluster are joining forces to provide free school materials to all our 
pupils at Scotmid Polbeth, West Calder, East Calder, Addiewell Post Office & Mid Calder 
Convenience Store. This provision has proven to be very popular and we will try to mantain 
supplies to these shops until the summer holiday.  
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- Mr G McDowall

S2 Maths Challenge

Dance update

All S2 are taking part in the Scottish Sumdog Challenge which went live this morning and lasts until 
next Thursday at 8pm.
 
Scores are based on accuracy and the questions adapt to each pupils level, so points are fair. 
Pupils just have to log on as often as they can and get as many points possible. A great chance to 
game and improve your maths at the same time!
All pupils have been given their login and password by their maths teacher. See below for more 
details...
https://pages.sumdog.com/enter_contest/
 

As pupils will be aware, dance is not due to officially begin until we are back at school. However, this does not mean that pupils 
cannot start to get prepared and get a head start on the course. For pupils in S3, National 5 and Higher, resources have been 
uploaded onto your teams pages. Mrs Beesley and Miss McKay would love for you all to have a look at these in your spare time, 
to get your head around some of the course concepts and get your ideas flowing for your own choreography's. We will continue 
to upload ideas and resources so keep your eyes peeled, and keep dancing!" 

Heroes Alliance
Calling all Heroes! Whilst we may not be in school, we want to 
ensure that you can still access the support and guidance that 
we were offering each Monday lunchtime. We are going to set 
up a group on Teams to continue to offer this support aswell 
as work on projects that will help towards our LGBT Charter 
Award. If you are interested in joining the group please email 
Mr Young (darren.young@westlothian.org.uk) Keep safe!
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Tweet Tweet

Music update
Pupils have adapted well to learning their instruments at home. Please follow @WCHSCreative 
on Twitter to hear some of our pupils playing. Some pupils and staff have even been performing 
during the clap for keyworkers. Well done Cailin and Roxy!


