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Home Learning Review
I hope you and your family are all well. 
Over the past two weeks we have been 
establishing our school recovery plan and 
working closely with the Local Authority 
to finalise the details and identify the 
health and safety and logistical 
implications of returning to school in 
August. Over the next 7-10 days I will be 
sharing with you a range of information 
that will enable you to support your child 
in preparing to return to school including 
short video clips and links to 
documentation on our school website. We 
also hope to provide young people with 
their updated timetable which will 
feature the blended model of 'in school' 
and 'at home' learning. We will be 
working hard to get the timetables fully 
completed and ready for the end of June 
but please be aware that given the 
circumstances we will continue to 
communicate with you over the summer 
holiday.   
On Tuesday evening, I will be meeting 
with the parent council to share our plans 
for the blended learning model. 
Following this there will be a wider 
consultation on the arrangements and I 
would encourage you to participate using 
the online questionnaires that will be 
issued, and the drop-in surgery sessions.  
I appreciate that this will be an extremely 
stressful time for you and your family, 
particularly for those with children 
starting in S1. Please be rest assured that 
we will aim to work in partnership with 
you throughout this process to ensure 
that our school provision works best for 
you and your family. 
As always, if you have any questions then 
please do not hesitate to contact me at 
greg.mcdowall@westlothian.org.uk.
Take care.          G McDowall - Headteacher 

Thank you to everyone who participated in the home learning review 
The feedback was very positive and we received some excellent suggestions 
as to how we can improve the quality of the learning experience for pupils 
and parents! We have already started to make changes and hopefully
you will see these introduced over the coming weeks and months.
I have shared below the collated responses to the questions  
that we asked...

 

Congratulations to our maths department 
staff who managed to complete their 
mission to virtually cross Route 66. 2880.3 
miles in 55 days (28 days ahead of 
schedule!) raising over £1600 for NHS 
Lothian Covid Appeal, Team Jak and WL 
foodbank. Fantastic achievement from 
everyone involved!

Maths department virtually cross Route 66! 



West Calder High School

SNIPPETS

 

email: wlwestcalder-hs@westlothian.org.uk
phone: (01506) 284950

8th June 2020

- Mr G McDowall

S3 Activity Day - We are STILL WCHS!
SING IT, SOLVE IT, SCRIPT IT

 
 

The English department organised an activity day for S3 pupils. 
Challenge: Produce a piece of writing to show that even though 
we are apart, we are STILL WCHS. Also, produce a music video 
and take part in an escape room. 
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Tweet Tweet

Uniform update
Our new school uniform website will be launched this week. Our new supplier offers free delivery in West Lothian  - all you 
need to do is measure your child's chest size and place your order online. You can pay cash on delivery or pay online. 
More details to follow. 

Staffing update
Despite the lockdown, we have still be recruiting new teachers to the school. We recently appointed a new computing 
teacher, Mrs Dornan, who will join us August. We also have two probation teachers joining us in August. Miss Keenan will 
join our Geography dept and Dr Crawford (former Head Boy of West Calder High School) will join our physics department. 
We wish them all the best in their new roles. 
 
P7 Transition Update

We are delighted to be welcoming 210 new S1 pupils to the school in August and the virtual transition programme is now well underway. 
This week's events are as follows:
Tuesday 9 June: 2pm - Limefield House meeting (via their Team)
Wednesday 10 June: 2pm - Enhanced transition meeting (via their Team)
Thursday 11 June:  2pm - Harburn House meeting (via their Team)
Thursday 11 June: 7-8pm - P7 Parent Q & A Drop in with members of the Support Team
 
A reminder to any parents who have not yet completed the P7 questionnaire that there is still time to do so. The information you provide in 
this questionnaire will be extremely useful to us.
 


