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Our Blended Learning ModelI hope you and your family are all well. Over 
the past few weeks we have been making 
preparations for your children returning to 
school in August to a blended learning 
provision which will consist of both 'in school' 
and 'at home' learning. 
As it stands we have managed to prepare 
timetables for all pupils in preparation for 
them returning in August and we hope to be 
in a position to share these with you at some 
point next week with details of the days that 
your child will be in school. At this stage I can 
confirm that every pupil will have a 'full' 
timetable with all of their chosen subjects 
and will be required to engage in learning 
either 'at home' or 'in school' every day Mon-
Fri. In order to help you understand how we 
intend to maximise your child's blended 
learning experience, and ensure that they can 
enjoy a structured programe that seamlessly 
links between home and school, we have put 
together this short video which outlines our 
blended learning approach 
https://bit.ly/2YizMOu
We will be sharing a number of other videos 
with you over the coming weeks including 
safe travel to school, social distancing in 
school, catering arrangements and several IT 
support videos. I apologise in advance for the 
poor acting and dodgy hairdo's! 
Our communication model has been well 
received by parents and over the past few 
weeks we have seen an increase in the 
number of parents using the drop in surgery 
session to ask questions and seek advice. 
Given the success of the surgery session, we 
intend to keep it running every fortnight over 
the summer holidays. We hope you will find 
this support beneficial in helping your child to 
prepare for comign back to school. 
I will be back in touch with you again next 
week with more details about the 
arrangements for August including
-Timetables
- Monitoring your child's progress next 
session
-Catering arrangements
-Uniform
-IT support 
As always, if you have any questions then 
please do not hesitate to contact me at 

As you will be aware your child will 
experience a blended model of learning when 
they return to school in August. We would 
encourage you to take a look at our blended 
learning video to find out what this will look 
like... https://bit.ly/2YizMOu 
We will also be hosting a virtual support 
session on Tuesday evening from 7-8.30pm - 
see details attached 

 

Message from Parent Council Chair

This week we wanted to say 'Hello' to all of you from WCHS parent council. We are a group of 
parents who represent all WCHS parents/carers (otherwise known as the parent forum).
What we do...
We have around 5-6 meetings a year usually in school but our last few, due to the current 
situation have been via Skype.  Our meetings normally have an update from the Headteacher 
on staffing and school performance.  We get to hear about any new Initiatives  from the staff 
involved and often offer to support these when we can. We also discuss any concerns ie school 
transport and help with fundraising.
Examples
Over the last few months we have been busy with the following:-
 (1)Parent Councils are involved with recruitment of Head teacher and Depute posts and we 
had members on the interview panels for one of each recently.
(2) We met with one of the bus providers to air concerns and ask for support in tackling issues 
with bus behaviour.
(3) We helped raise money for school funds at the Christmas Fayre and supported the S6s to 
raise funds for their prom at the Christmas concert
(4) At our most recent meeting we reviewed the back to school plans for Augist which the 
school staff have been working tirelessly on and gave parental feedback .
 
Talking of back to school we have a few parents in our current group who don't have any 
young people returning to WCHS in August . So we have to bid a fond farewell to Louise who 
has had two daughters go through the school to S6 and Jill who has had two sons do the same. 
I will also be leaving after the next AGM in September as my daughter is leaving S6 too.
We are always on the look out for new members and are delighted to have already had 
interest from some P7/S1 transition parents.  Anyone who would like to join is welcome to the 
AGM on Xrd of September.  Details to follow.
 
Best Wishes
Angela
WCHS Parent Council Chair
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New Uniform webshop now open - order by 17th July for Aug delivery
Our new uniform webshop is now open and all uniform can be 
purchased via the following weblink https://wchs-
uniform.sumup.link/
Over the coming weeks we will be updating some of the images and 
prices and editing some of the information. Our new suppier offers 
free delivery in West Lothian and we feel that they provide higher 
quality garments and a wider range of items. 
Given the current situation there may be slight changes to the 
uniform requirements for pupils returning in August, however, any 
changes will be in the short term.
If you require any support with purchasing uniform then please get in 
touch.  

Staffing update
We recently appointed two new principal teachers. Miss Watt (PE) will join our pupil support team as a house leader with a 
focus on pupil equity, and Mrs Young (Music) will join our curriclum team as principal teacher of Expressive Arts. We wish 
them well in their new roles. We also have two members of staff who will be retiring at the end of this session. Mrs Wilson 
in our computing dept and Mrs Deerness, our business support manager. Both members of staff have made a significant 
contribution to West Calder High School over the years and will be a huge loss to the school. We wish them both well in 
their retirement. 
 

Technology support - Virtual Classroom open evening
On Tuesday evening from 7-8.30pm we will be hosting a support session for parents to help you understand how our blended 
learning model will work and in particular the virtual classroom element of our model (the link to join will be issued at the start fo 
the week). Over the coming weeks we will also be putting together advice and guidance for parents in the form of videos and 
booklets and this will help you to support your child to prepare for coming  back to school in August. There will also be training 
session for all pupils to help them to get to grips with some of the tools they will be using in the virtual classroom. In August we 
hope to launch a parent support network so that parents can support each other with online learning. More details to follow.  
 

Social Distancing Alternative Business Logos
Recently the Business & Computing department asked our young people in S2 to reimagine famous business logos; 
incorporating social distancing. The quality of the submissions from all were of an extremely high quality and we were all 
thrilled with these. The entries were shortlisted by department staff, and then voted on by the entire staff of West Calder 
High School. The results are below:
 
1st Jack Suttie – Compare the Market
 
2nd Vaibhav Doddi - Adidas
 
3rd Oran Brunton – KFC
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Planning for University - advice on competitive courses
23rd June Oxbridge applicants
24th June Medical School applicants
25th June Dental School applicants
26th June Veterinary Medicine applicants
 
More details can be found visiting the site below:
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/ucas-
hub-live

Course choices

The SQA results are due to be sent to students on the 
4th August and on that day pupils will have the 
opportunity to change courses and speak to a 
member of staff to discuss their attainment. 
We are planning to have staff available for student 
recoursing and support on the 4th and 5th August in 
preparation for returning to school on the 12th 
August.   

Here are a few examples of photographs taken by 
Amy Whitelaw as part of her Art and Design studies.  
Ms Thompson’s class has been looking at exploring 
the idea of art being all around us in everyday objects 
and have looked at artworks by the Boyle Family.  
They are a family of artists who take inspiration from 
small details in the ‘everyday’ and reproduce these 
using a range of materials and exhibit them in 
galleries all around the world

Art & Design work - Amy Whitelaw
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Latest tweets  - Follow us on twitter and facebook


